

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN PLEASE TAKE YOUR PLACES; THE CEREMONY WILL BEGIN IN TWO MINUTES.


1SG brings soldiers to attention and parade rest.

GOOD MORNING, ON BEHALF OF THE NCO’S OF THE 205TH MILITARY INTELLIGENCE BATTALION I WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME YOU TO THE INDUCTION CEREMONY FOR NEWLY PROMOTED NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS.

PLEASE RISE FOR THE PLAYING OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM.


1SG brings soldiers to attention and present arms. 

PLEASE BE SEATED.


1SG brings soldiers to order arms and parade rest.

OUR SPECIAL GUESTS THIS MORNING INCLUDE:

TODAY WE CONTINUE THE TRADITION OF RECOGNIZING AND INDUCTING NEWLY PROMOTED SERGEANTS INTO THE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER CORPS.

AS PART OF OUR LEADER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM, THE INDUCTION CEREMONY PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN SIGNIFYING THE TRANSITION FROM SOLDIER TO LEADER.  

THE 205TH MI BATTALION INDUCTS ALL SERGEANTS INTO THE NCO CORPS IN HONOR OF SERGEANT LEROY A. MENDONCA, A MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT FROM THE STATE OF HAWAII.   

SGT MENDONCA, AN INFANTRYMAN IN THE 7TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, 3RD INFANTRY DIVISION DURING THE KOREAN WAR, SACRIFICED HIS LIFE ON JULY 4TH, 1951 IN ORDER TO SAVE THOSE FOR WHOM HE WAS RESPONSIBLE.   HIS SENSE OF DUTY TO HIS SOLDIERS IS THE ULTIMATE EXAMPLE OF THE RESPONSIBILITY INHERENT IN BEING A NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER IN THE UNITED STATES MILITARY.

AND SO TODAY, WE HONOR THE LEGACY OF SGT LEROY A. MENDONCA BY INDUCTING SIX INDIVIDUALS INTO THE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER CORPS IN MEMORY OF THIS GREAT AMERICAN HERO.

YOU ARE PROBABLY WONDERING WHY THIS ARMY CEREMONY IS BEING DONE ON A NAVY SHIP.  WELL, THE USS MISSOURI IS NOT JUST ANY SHIP.  IT HAS PLAYED A VERY SIGNIFICANT PART IN SEVERAL WARS AND AS THE LAST BATTLESHIP EVER BUILT, IT IS A SYMBOL OF THE END OF AN ERA WHICH DEFINED THE RESOURCEFULLNESS, UNITY, PERSERVERANCE, AND MILITARY STRENGTH OF THE UNITED STATES.

THE USS MISSUORI WAS COMMISSIONED IN JUNE OF 1944.  DURING WORLD WAR II IT SERVED IN SUPPORT OF LANDINGS AT IWO JIMA AND OKINAWA.  TOWARDS THE END OF THE WAR THE MISSOURI’S 16-INCH GUNS BOMBARDED INDUSTRIAL TARGETS ON THE JAPANESE MAINLAND.  IT WAS ON HER DECKS ON SEPTEMBER 2ND, 1945 THAT THE JAPANESE SURRENDER CEREMONY WAS CONDUCTED IN TOKYO BAY.  

LATER THE MISSOURI SERVED IN THE KOREAN WAR IN 1950 AND 1951, DURING WHICH TIME SHE PROTECTED THE MARINES AND SOLDIERS BEING EVACUATED FROM THE PORT OF HUNGNAM AFTER THEIR RETREAT FROM THE CHOSIN RESERVOIR.

SHE AGAIN SAW ACTIVE SERVICE DURING THE PERSIAN GULF WAR WHERE HER GUNS AND MISSILES WERE USED AGAINST MILITARY TARGETS IN IRAQ.

SHE WAS DECOMMISSIONED IN 1992 FOR THE FINAL TIME AND SITS HERE AS A MEMORIAL MUSEUM IN PEARL HARBOR.

ON THIS SHIP THERE HAVE BEEN HUNDREDS OF NAVY NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS WHO HAVE PERFORMED THEIR DUTIES MUCH THE SAME AS THE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS OF THE ARMY.  WE HONOR THEIR HERITAGE TODAY AS MUCH AS WE DO OUR OWN.

AT THIS TIME SERGEANT (FIRST LAST), ONE OF TODAY’S INDUCTEES WILL READ THE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER’S CREED.  

ALL NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS PLEASE STAND.

CREED OF THE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER

NO ONE IS MORE PROFESSIONAL THAN I; I AM A NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER, A LEADER OF SOLDIERS.

AS A NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER, I REALIZE THAT I AM A MEMBER OF A TIME HONORED CORPS, WHICH IS KNOWN AS “THE BACKBONE OF THE ARMY.”

I AM PROUD OF THE CORPS OF NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND WILL AT ALL TIMES CONDUCT MYSELF SO AS TO BRING CREDIT UPON THE CORPS, THE MILITARY SERVICE AND MY COUNTRY, REGARDLESS OF THE SITUATION IN WHICH I FIND MYSELF.

I WILL NOT USE MY GRADE OR POSITION TO ATTAIN PLEASURE, PROFIT, OR PERSONAL SAFETY.

COMPETENCE IS MY WATCHWORD.  MY TWO BASIC RESPONSIBILITIES WILL REMAIN UPPERMOST IN MY MIND; ACCOMPLISHMENT OF MY MISSION AND THE WELFARE OF MY SOLDIERS.  I WILL STRIVE TO REMAIN TECHNICALLY AND TACTICALLY PROFICIENT.  

I AM AWARE OF MY RESPONSIBILITIES AS A NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER.  I WILL FULFILL THE RESPONSIBILITIES INHERENT IN THAT ROLE.  

ALL SOLDIERS ARE ENTITLED TO OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP; I WILL PROVIDE THAT LEADERSHIP.  I KNOW MY SOLDIERS AND WILL ALWAYS PLACE THEIR NEEDS ABOVE MY OWN, I WILL BE FARE AND IMPARTIAL WHEN RECOMMENDING BOTH REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS.

OFFICERS OF MY UNIT WILL HAVE MAXIMUM TIME TO ACCOMPLISH THEIR MISSIONS; THEY WILL NOT HAVE TO ACCOMPLISH MINE.  I WILL EARN THEIR RESPECT AND CONFIDENCE AS WELL AS THAT OF MY SOLDIERS.

I WILL BE LOYAL TO THOSE WITH WHOM I SERVE; SENIORS, PEERS AND SUBORDINATES ALIKE.  I WILL EXERCISE INITIATIVE BY TAKING APPROPRIATE ACTION IN THE ABSENCE OF ORDERS.

I WILL NOT COMPROMISE MY INTEGRITY, NOR MY MORAL COURAGE.  I WILL NOT FORGET, NOR WILL I ALLOW MY COMRADES TO FORGET THAT WE ARE PROFESSIONALS, NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS, LEADERS!

THANK YOU SERGEANT (LAST NAME).

EACH OF THE SIX INDUCTEES HAS SELECTED AN INDIVIDUAL TO SPONSOR THEM INTO THE NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER CORP.  THE SPONSOR AND THE COMPANY 1SGs WILL PRESENT THE CERTIFICATE OF INDUCTION TO EACH INDIVIDUAL.  AT THIS TIME I WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE THE FIRST SPONSOR.

FIRST  SPONSOR IS SSG (LAST NAME), B CO,  205TH  =  SGT (LAST NAME) 2ND  SPONSOR  IS:  SSG  (LAST NAME),  HHOC, 205TH =   SGT (LAST NAME) NEXT  SPONSOR  IS:   (LAST NAME),   HHOC, 205TH   =   SGT (LAST NAME) NEXT:   SGT  (LAST NAME), 409TH MICO, 115TH MIGRP=SGT (LAST NAME) NEXT   SPONSOR  IS:   1SG  (LAST NAME),   B,   205TH  =  SGT (LAST NAME) LAST  SPONSOR IS:  1SG  (LAST NAME), HHOC,205TH, =   SGT (LAST NAME) 

LET’S AGAIN GIVE THESE NEWLY INDUCTED NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS A HAND.

THESE NCOS TOGETHER PUT THEIR THOUGHTS ON PAPER ON WHAT IT MEANS TO THEM TO BE A NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER.  AT THIS TIME SGT (LAST NAME) WILL READ THE GROUP’S THOUGHTS TO US.

THANK YOU SGT (LAST NAME).

WE ARE VERY LUCKY TO BE ABLE TO PERFORM THIS CEREMONY IN SUCH A SPECIAL LOCATION TODAY.  WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK MR. (FIRST LAST) WITH A CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION FOR HIS SUPPORT TO THE 205TH.  

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO PRESENT A CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION TO THE USS MISSOURI MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING EFFORTS IN PRESERVING THIS SHIP AND SHARING WITH ALL OUR MILITARY HERITAGE.

THE USS MISSOURI IS OPEN AND I SUGGEST YOU ALL TAKE A STROLL ON HER DECKS AND GET TO KNOW HER.   BECAUSE IT IS A MUSEUM YOU WILL HAVE TO PURCHASE A TICKET AT THE BOOTH NEAR THE GATE.

AT THIS TIME COULD YOU PLEASE RISE FOR THE PLAYING OF THE ARMY SONG.

I WANT TO THANK SGT HELGREN AND EVERYONE ELSE FOR THEIR HELP IN PUTTING THIS TOGETHER.  AND I WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU FOR ATTENDING.

THIS CONCLUDES TODAY’S CEREMONY.
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